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My summary of this article will identify the key topics of the paper as well as summarize the findings to this study. The researchers were interested to know if risky and distracted driving had anything to do with the frequency a driver would use their phone while actively driving. Since the use of cells phones has become so vast, so has the incidents of accidents and fatal highways crashes. The researchers wanted to know what the correlation is of frequent cell phone use in the car and how distracted driving can increase the probability of a crash. The methods they used were self-reported observation and a secondary task, an in person driving test lasting 40 minutes, with 10 minutes of that driving through an urban area, leaving 30 minutes for highway driving with a research associate in the rear of the vehicle to monitor safety, answer questions/ give directions and for data collection purposes. The participants of their study were recruited through online and newspaper advertisements. They also had a criteria for the potential drivers to follow in order to qualify to be a participant such as being an experienced driver who drives more than 3X a week, a valid driver’s license for more the 3 years, a clean driving record. Other criteria such as age and health were also a factor. There was a significant association with the frequency of cell phone use while driving and age, miles driven in the year prior to the study and retirement status. The younger the driver, the more frequent cell phone use while driving, also more miles driven equaled more frequent cell phone use as well, while retired people had very less cell phone use while driving. The findings conclude that driving while distracted with the cell phone does in fact increase the probability for a crash. The information presented to us in this article is very useful as it can possibly effect millions of people every day who are drivers or pedestrians and can possibly inform the distracted drivers of this dangerous behavior and potentially lessen the use of cell phones while driving. This article was published in   Accident Analysis & Prevention in 2013 and continues to be a source of relevant information. 
